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Section 6: The Study Area

6. The Study Area

As described in the Approved EA Terms of Reference, the study area for the environmental
assessment is comprised of lands within the geographic boundaries of the Regions of Durham
and York (see Figure 6-1). This section provides a high-level description of the overall study
area and environments used to initiate the development and assessment of alternatives.

The study area is bounded by three major bodies of water. These are Lake Ontario to the
southeast, Lake Simcoe to the northwest and Lake Scugog to the northeast. The study area
shares municipal boundaries with Simcoe County to the northwest, the City of Kawartha Lakes
to the northeast, Peterborough and Northumberland Counties to the east, the City of Toronto to
the south and west and The Regional Municipality of Peel to the west.

Although the larger regional study area (Regions of Durham and York) described in Figure 6-1
is considered throughout the EA, as the EA proceeds through the development and assessment
of “Alternatives to” (Section 7) and “Alternative methods” (Section 8), the existing environments
potentially affected and associated study areas are described in increasing levels of detail
considering the natural environment, social and cultural environments, economic and financial
environments, and the existing legal environment.

The environment potentially affected within the study area depicted in Figure 6-1 is described in
Section 7 “Alternatives to”. The environment potentially affected and study areas associated
with the siting evaluation process is described in Section 8 “Alternative methods”.
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