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TABLE E-1:  Preliminary Comparative Evaluation Criteria for “Alternatives to” 
the Undertaking (Step 4) 
 

Environmental Considerations Preliminary Evaluation Criteria 

  
 Environmental burden at a global or 

macro-environmental scale, including 
impacts to air, land and water. 

 Consumption /preservation of non-
renewable environmental resources. 

 Potential for destruction or disruption 
of sensitive terrestrial and/or aquatic 
habitats at an eventual site. 

Natural Environmental Considerations 

 Potential to increase waste diversion 
rate and/or make best use of residual 
(post-diversion) waste materials. 

  
  
Social Cultural Considerations  Potential for land use conflicts from 

siting of facilities required for 
alternative. 

  
  

 Net system costs per tonne of waste 
managed – in a systems context. 

Economic/Financial Considerations 

 Sensitivity of system costs and 
affordability to external financial 
influences. 

  
  

 Legal/Contractual risks associated with 
waste management alternative. 

Legal/Technical Considerations 

 Technical risks associated with waste 
management alternative. 
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TABLE F-1:  Preliminary Exclusionary Criteria for the Identification of Suitable 
Areas where a long-term waste management facility could be sited. (Step 2) 
 

 Exclude designated1 lands located within areas protected by Provincial/ Federal 

legislation and Provincial land use plans and policies including the Oak Ridges 

Moraine Conservation Plan, the Green Belt Plan, and the Provincial Policy Statement 

2005. 

 Exclude designated residential areas and areas within an appropriate separation 

distance2 of these designations. 

 Exclude designated Natural Heritage Features and Areas and areas within an 

appropriate separation distance of these designations. Examples include: 

• Significant Habitat of Endangered and Threatened Species and Species at Risk; 
• Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest; 
• Significant Wetlands, Woodlands, etc.; 
• Ground water Discharge/Recharge Areas; 
• Wellhead Protection Areas and Infiltration Areas; 
• Designated Hazard Land; and, 
• Conservation Areas. 

 Exclude Prime Agricultural Lands. 

 Exclude designated Park / Recreational Lands and areas within an appropriate 

separation distance of these designations. 

 Exclude Institutional facilities and areas within an appropriate separation distance of 

these facilities or lands (e.g. schools, hospitals). 

 Exclude areas around federally regulated airports as per Transport Canada Guidelines. 

 
1Designated refers to land uses and related policies as set out in Federal/Provincial 
Statues and Regulations and applicable Municipal Official Plans/Municipal Policy Plans.  
These designations will be clearly defined at the outset of the evaluation of “Alternative 
Methods” 
 
2Appropriate Separation Distances will be defined following the identification of the 
preferred “Alternative to” and in consultation with the public, agencies and the MOE. 
Consideration will also be given to existing land use compatibility guidelines including, for 
example, the MOE’s “D-Series” Guidelines for Land Use Compatibility, and B-7 Series 
Guidelines for Reasonable Use Concept. 
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TABLE F-2:  Preliminary Factors to be used in the Evaluation of the “Long-List” of 
Alternative Sites. (Step 5) 
 

Factor  Constraint 

Proximity to required 
infrastructure (dependent on 
technology selected) 

• Example: Maximum distance (to be specified) from electrical 
grid interconnection point or heat load if an EFW facility was 
part of the preferred “Alternative To” 

• Distance to required sewer and water services 
  

  
Site accessibility • Maximum distance (to be specified) from major highway, rail 

line and/or transit system 
  

  
Potential impact of the haul route 
(i.e., traffic, noise, land use, cost) 

• Length of haul route (distance to main waste generation 
source(s)) 

• Land use along haul route 
• Road type, width and traffic volumes along haul route 

  

  
Property size • Minimum size (determined in Step 3) in comparison with the 

actual site size (ie. amount of surplus land available beyond the 
minimum site size requirement) 

  

  
Land use compatibility • Designated industrial or industrial type land use adjacent to the 

site 
  

  
Availability of site • Requirement to acquire site through expropriation 

  

  
Potential impacts on unregulated 
airport operation 

• Proximity to unregulated airports 
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TABLE F-3:  Preliminary Comparative Evaluation Criteria to be used in the 
Evaluation of the “Short-List” of Alternative Sites. (Step 6) 

Environmental Considerations Preliminary Evaluation Criteria 

  
 Potential Air Quality Impacts 

Note: The preferred technology must at least 
meet all applicable air quality regulations. 

 Potential Water Quality Impacts (Surface Water 
and Groundwater) 

 Potential Environmentally Sensitive Areas and 
Species Impacts 

Public Health & Safety and 
Natural Environment 
Considerations 

 Potential Aquatic and Terrestrial Ecology 
Impacts 

  
  

 Compatibility with Existing and/or Proposed 
Land Uses  

 Potential Impact on Residential Areas 
 Potential Impact on Parks and Recreational Areas 
 Potential Impact on Institutional Facilities or 

Areas 
 Potential Impact on Archaeological Resources, 

Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

Social and Cultural Considerations

 Potential Traffic Impacts 
  
  
Economic / Financial 
Considerations 

 Operation and Maintenance Costs for 
Facility(ies) 

  Capital Costs to develop Facility(ies) 
  
  
Technical Considerations  Compatibility with Existing Infrastructure 
  Design/operational flexibility provided by site 
  
  
Legal Considerations  Complexity of Required Approvals 
  Complexity of Required Agreements  
  
 




